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2024 Blue Water Open

Michelle Morris says our 30" Annual Blue Water Open was
another huge success! We had 131 boats that registered. The
weather cooperated and the day was bountiful with fish and
good times. Sponsor and Fisherman thank you notes have
been sent out. The Coastal Angler Magazine should give us
coverage in the July issue. There are still t-shirts and buckets
left that can be purchased. Final numbers came in at
approximately $85,000. Congratulations to Michelle, the
BWO Committee, and all the volunteers who made this
another success! As Michelle says, “Teamwork makes the
Dreamwork!”
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Ei Guest Speaker Series

On June 19" our guest speaker was Heidi Leone Royals, Director
of Philanthropy for the Environmental Learning Center.

She has dedicated her career to working with nonprofits
throughout the country across education, international
philanthropy, and healthcare organizations.

Heidi spent her teens and twenties in Vero Beach and moved back
in 2020 to marry the love of her life, Wally. She is passionate about
animals, nature, flora, and fauna. Heidi is thrilled to be a part of the
team at the ELC to help prioritize the preservation of the
environmental heart of our community, the Indian River Lagoon.
She feels strongly that all need to be educated about this
incredible resource so it is not taken for granted.

The Environmental Learning Center was founded in 1988 by a
group of environmentally conscious pioneers who lived in our
community and cherished the nature that thrives in the Indian
River Lagoon. Original founders were George Bunnell and Maggie
Bowman. Holly Dill was the ELC'’s first permanent Executive
Director. She held the position for over 25 years. Barbara Schlitt
Ford is the current Executive Director. Through leadership
direction and the support of the community, donors, members,

board, staff and volunteers the ELC was able to build its nature
learning and stewardship programs and evolve its mission to bring
nature to all including those with limited means and access to
nature.

The ELC vision was to preserve a beautiful, unspoiled 64-acre
Indian River Lagoon island and create a place to lead educational
programs and EcoAdventures which teach visitors about the rich
biodiversity of the Indian River Lagoon and the importance of its
heritage, preservation and continued legacy in our community and
in our world.

The ELC is an attractive destination for people of all ages to
frequently return to for adventure, learning and wellness. Visitors
experience and will appreciate the benefits of immersion in nature,
understand the value of a healthy environment and be inspired to
create a sustainable world.

Today the ELC has about 30,000 visitors per year. Third and fourth
grade campers enjoy summer field trips, and adults and families
have access to walking trails, canoes, tour boats, paddle boards
and touch tanks. Events can be scheduled at the facility.

The next fund-raising event is the 7t Annual CPR for the IRL
Fishing Tournament to be held September 13" through October
13", 2024. This is a catch-photo-release inshore tournament along
156 miles of lagoon, ending with a “heart beat” party on October
13". For more information about the ELC visit
www.DiscoverELC.org or call 772-589-5050.
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Caoxae Annual Installation Dinner

Our annual installation dinner was held on June 26" at Woody’s Bar-B-
Q. The food was delicious and service outstanding! Kim Prado served
as Master of Ceremonies, with Rene VanDeVoorde leading the
invocation and pledge.

Michelle Morris presented her 2024 Blue Water Open award
certificates and Susan Baran presented her President’'s award
certificates. The officers and directors for the 2024-2025 year were
installed by Jennifer Frederick, Past Florida District Division Director &
Past President of the Exchange Club of Indian River. It was an
evening enjoyed by all, and we thank the Board of Directors for their
efforts in planning the event.

2024/25 Officers & Directors

President Johnathan Rhodeback
President Elect Francis Papineau
Secretary Ron Smith

Treasurer Diana Best

Past President Susan Baran

Directors 2 Year Term: Directors 1 Year Term:
Kathy Burns Eva Chapman

Terry Gardner Sherrie Matthews

Kim Prado Karen McElveen

Fred Jones Michelle Morris
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L-R: Installing Officer Jennifer Frederick with Susan Baran,
Johnathan Rhodeback, Kathy Burns, Eva Chapman,
Karen McElveen, Kim Prado, Ron Smith, Michelle Morris,
Diana Best, Terry Gardner, Sherrie Matthews,
and Francis Papineau

This and That

Susan Baran stated that we are looking for volunteers to work with the
SRHS Excel Club beginning in the fall of 2024.

Ali Qizilbash and Sherrie Matthews are lining up interesting speakers.
They are always looking for recommendations. If you have someone of
interest please let Ali or Sherrie know. Suggestions are appreciated.

5 YOUTH
GUIDANCE

s e Youth Guidance CAP Center

Youth Guidance Mentoring Academy celebrated 50 years In 2023. YG
offers Group Mentoring Programs, One-on-One Mentoring, Parent-aid,
and Pre-Apprenticeship. YG'’s focus is Life Skills, Academic
Enrichment and Vocational Training. YG serves youth ages 5-24,
offers After-School and Summer Programs and free nutritional meals
are served daily. 100% of the youth come from low-income households
and most come from single parent households. There are 5178
children in poverty in Indian River County. That is 26.3% of the total
youth population which indicates just how tremendous the need is.

The Youth Guidance facility is the only CAP (Child Abuse Prevention)
center in Indian River County. Our club was the sponsor for getting
Youth Guidance set up as an official CAP center. The center
encourages parent involvement offering training in homes as well as
programs at the facility and with community partners for building life
skills. The facility is located at 1028 20" Place in Vero Beach.

Group mentoring covers academics, homework, reading and STEAM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Math). YG Life Skills program has
a success rate of 93% of the youth scoring 80% or higher on
proficiency evaluation. The Life Skills programs include Tutoring,
Vocational Training/Pre-Apprenticeships, HVAC, Electrical, Plumbing,
Welding, Carpentry, Farming and Camping, STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Math), Computer Training and web design,
Culinary Arts, Sewing Gardening, Bicycle Repair, Woodworking,
Recreational Activities and Field Trips.

In 2021, Youth Guidance launched a state-registered Pre-
Apprenticeship program to teach skilled trades to Indian River County
teenagers and young adults. Since starting the vocational training 33
youth (ages 16-24) have received professional certification in pre-
apprenticeship programs. They can graduate with up to 6 certifications.

The Exchange Club Mission Statement: Exchange, Americas’ Service Club, is a group of men and women working
together to make our commuenities better places to live through programs of service in Americanism, Community

Service, Youth Activities, and its’ national project, the Prevention of Child Abuse.

2022-2023 Officers for the Exchange Club of Sebastian

President — Susan Baran President Elect — Johnathan Rhodeback
Secretary - Eva Chapman Treasurer - Diana Best
Foundation Treasurer - Kathy Burns Newsletter Editor - Margie Duffell

Division 2 Director — Nancy Madsen
District Treasurer — Julie Perkl

District President — George Mann

District Secretary — Shirley Sims

District President Elect — Ken Sweeny
District Immediate Past President — Steve Rawlins
Region 9 Vice President — Joe Walsh



7 pre-apprentice students have obtained or maintained employment in
the trades. 73% of YG students 16 and up are employed or enrolled in
a tech college or university. There are 1633 trade contractors in Indian
River County whose average annual wage is $55,588. Trades are
expected to grow 13% in the next 5 years employing almost 13,000
workers in Indian River County. YG currently has 25 students enrolled
in these programs.

A core component of Youth Guidance is an at home intervention staff
who give parent coaching and support. The first Parent Aide has been
paired with a family and will spend 2 hours a week giving in-home
support to the families to advocate for the kids. YG will start with one
family and build from there. The goal is to have 6-8 families this first
year. Youth Guidance is working with the Children’s Healing Institute
and other National Exchange CAP centers to tap in on ideas.

The building is soon to be renovated. The cost of the renovation will be
$1.5 million and will take one to one-and-one-half years to completion.
Executive Director Phil Barnes said that the capital campaign has
almost reached its goal and construction will begin soon. Permitting is
in process.
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=*%2nd Qtr. Visitors - Please Come Again!

04/10 - Francesca Alger, Coldwell Banker Paradise
(Susan Baran)

04/10 - Kirby Kitchener, Coldwell Banker Paradise
(Susan Baran)

04/10 - Mike Anderson (Susan Baran)

04/17 - Ryan Spath (Francis Papineau)

04/17 - Dave Stauber (Bonnie Stauber)

05/08 - Heidi Leone Royals, ELC (Francis Papineau)

05/08 - Kyle Lacey, ELC (Francis Papineau)

05/15 - Dana & John Ivan (Ron Smith)

05/29 - Kala Reilly (Lori Reilly)

06/19 - Carolyn Littlefield (Jeff Luther)
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Cﬁ%) July Birthdays

Kim Prado 07/09
Jen Abraham 07/15
Karen McElveen 07/27
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o July Anniversaries

Kathy Birt 1 Year

Ron Smith 2 Years

American Security Council Foundation

(Joy Votrobeck) 3 Years

Boys & Girls Club (Robert Ulrich) 10 Years
i/
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Calendar of Events

July

07/03 - No Meeting (Board Only)
07/10 - Shala Edwards, Treasure Coast Girls Coalition
07/17 - Ryan Lloyd, IRC Emergency Management Coordinator
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Excel Club of Sebastian River High School

EXCHANGE
EgLC 2

Fred Jones (L) and Francis Papineau (R) flank the newly installed
2023-24 officers (L-R) Tate Jones, Treasurer, Ava Rhea, Secretary,
Fiza Qizilbash, President-Elect, and Conrad Sylvester, President

Members have completed 6 projects which fall under each of the 4
Programs of Exchange. In May they celebrated their club’s
successes for the 2023-24 year. The School Advisor is Jaime
Sturgeon who has been enthusiastic about rebuilding this club for
the 2024-25 school years.
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Jr. Excel Club of
Sebastian Charter Junior High School

Vil i i) Tyl B
4 officers Treasurer Allie Boogaerts,
Secretary & President-Elect Zoe Nichelsen
and President Maya Corley
With Margie Duffell and Fred Jones.

Members have completed 11 projects which fall under each of the
4 Programs of Exchange. In May they celebrated their club’s
successes for the 2023-24 year. The School Advisor is Skye
DeVarney who has been enthusiastic about rebuilding this club for
the 2024-25 school years.

Happy 4™ of July!

X
* e

Wi Ty #
T /f"\\-. T *

AMERICA *

The Exchange Club of Sebastian, P.O. Box 781155, Sebastian, FL 32978-1155
Find us on Facebook



